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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-7, 9, 11, and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Lin (US 6438888). Regarding claim 1 , Lin discloses a fixture used to 
attach accessories on pistols comprising of a housing (30, 40) with lateral members (35) 
being movable between a retracted position and an extended position and means for 
preventing longitudinal movement (32). The accessory (80) used in the fixture can be a 
flashlight, therefore, inherently comprising of a reflector having a lamp at one end and 
batteries for power the lamp through a switch. See figure 3. 

Regarding claim 2, Lin discloses a housing (30, 40) having two sides, each one 
provided with a channel (329). The lateral members (64) comprise an inner planar face 
bounded by an upper edge and lower edge (not referenced). Lin also discloses a guide 
(55) planar to the housing with parallel flanges projecting outward (not referenced) and 
a longitudinal groove (62) to slidably engage the flange. See figure 5A, 5B, and 6. 

Regarding claim 3, Lin discloses lateral members (35) provided with locking 
means (355, 329, 34) for either being in a retracted position or an extended position. 
See figure 3. 
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Regarding claim 4, Lin discloses a channel (329) that is shaped and sized to 
receive a lateral member (35, 355). See figure 3. 

Regarding claim 5, Lin discloses a U-shaped channel (329) with a guiding 
member (34). See figure 3. 

Regarding claim 6, Lin discloses a guide with a plurality of slots (55) with each 
lateral member (35) comprising a latch (335, 32) projecting inwardly with an upper and 
power portion for engaging in the slots. Lin also discloses the latch (32) attached to the 
lateral members (35) which are pivotal between an operative position and an 
inoperative position. See figure 3, 4. 

Regarding claim 7, Lin discloses channels with a back face and sidewalls (329) 
shaped to receive one of the latch projections (32). See figure 3. 

Regarding claim 9, Lin discloses a housing wherein the pre-defined shaped is 
cylindrical (40). See figure 3. 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Lin discloses a method for removably attaching a light 
assembly to a provided guide on a weapon comprising of a housing (30, 40) using a 
pair of lateral members (35) being movable between a retracted position and an 
extended position. The lateral members (35) are extended and engaged into 
longitudinal grooves of the guide (55) by sliding the assembly on the guide, moving the 
latches (335) in an operative position. See figures 3, 5A, and 5B. 

Regarding claim 12, Lin discloses a method for removably attaching a light 
assembly to a provided guide on a weapon by moving the latches (335) in the 
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inoperative position while sliding the lateral members (35) until they are in the retracted 
position, in which the lateral members are in the operative position. See figure 3, 5B. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 8 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Lin (US 6438888) in view of Matthews et al (US 2005/0128741). Lin is discussed 

above. 

Claim 8 differs from Lin in calling for a push button switch to activate the light 
apparatus. Matthews discloses a flashlight apparatus with a switch button (34, 36). 
See figure 2. Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention to modify Lin's use of a flashlight as an accessory in view of the 
teachings of Matthews to include a push button switch to activate the light apparatus. 

Claim 10 differs from Lin in calling for the lamp to be a LED assembly. Matthews 
discloses the use of an LED. See paragraph 21 . Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify Lin's use 
of a flashlight as an accessory in view of the teachings of Matthews to include an LED 
as the light source for the apparatus to have the best suited lamp to provide efficiency 
over a wide range of powers and brightness. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to John D. Holman whose telephone number is 571 272- 
2754. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 9am-6pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Peter Poon can be reached on 571 272-6891. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



JDH 



PETER M. POON 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 





